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MEMOBAKDUN FOR: Director of Intelligence Support Staflf
SURSECT The KIS Gazetteer Problem

1; M nARy years the BOX Gazetteer Frogram bhas been directed
entially fipsneed by the Agency through 1is RIS Program.

m mﬁh m& mmﬁm of the nemes work is pexformed by the

: i : Department of Interlior. By contrsct, some
mmmmmm&tamthem?

£ sone 595 Y porons in that office, As of this time, a

assutteny m m produced for each country in the world. XNowever,
the gquality ranges from very poor to good -- meny were produced
ysars ago and from very poor sources. Also, new and balier trans-
lstion gystems are erployed in many language sreas during the
maintenance ¢ycle, now on am approximate 10-year baszis.

2. In eddition to direct financing, the Agency mekes cther

econtributions to the Oszettecr Program. OBY divects the scheduling

(thru XIS Committes), the MD/CR punches the IBM cards, and POD

yrints the garetiteers, A current study iz eveluating the possibility
- of baving OCS prepare topes to drive the Pholon primter in PSD.

It i Wﬁﬂtﬁ that, if fessible, such a procedure would ifmprove

the flaxidility of the garetesr and permit & merked reductlom in

the itiming of the maintemancs gycle,

3. About a yeer age, a problem began developing over the
finsneing of the Cezettear Program. Ve wers directed to reduce the
This reduced

wrad o Le a serious eutbecok.
| thﬂmmmmtmnmcmsfmawmzmam
' 25x1A1a [ If thi: holds, the program virtually will came to &
standstill and a sericus lozs of expertise personmel will take pla
by 1L July 1987. This eutheck resulis frmaf’mliagmﬁmwtaf
BoB {and concurred in by IDT) that the Agency should mot fund for
the profurtion of stemdsrdized forelisn names. Rether, it iz felt
that this type of work should be cemtraliized im government, probably
in Dob, vhare neawe procesaing work alveady axtsts in the mapping
walts. To further couplicste this probles, Interior is legally
respensible for the BSW but has pever seen fit to fund the forsizn
mhzes work. They 4o cover the dosestlc names woark in thedr
Seslogical Survey Unlt.
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k. As things stand at the present time, ihe following faci:s
and/or actions sppear to be involved:

a. The Agency will budget in FY 68 and 25X1A1a
peebably provide mo funds in FY 67 and beyond.

b, Interior Nas requasted BoB to establish a rstuﬂ;
group to review the whols problem and recomsend & “houme”
for this Munetion where norwal funding would be provided.

¢ Intecior zwlam %W regquest that BoB persit funding
{sosewhere in goverpment ) of $175,000 in ¥Y 68 in mddition

25X1A1a to the Apeney's $o nmelntain the office at & minimus
level until such time &z the study has been ccapleted.

3. Qur conpern over this problem is menifold:

8. The msed for geographic name standardizstion is
obvious, It 1# reguired in the Imuimme Community, the
rest of the govermment, and the U.2. as & vhole,

b, The first stepa towerd internationsl standerdization
are now belng taken through the UM, It has celled an imter-
mational moeting for September 1067 in Geneva, Switzerland.
The U.5., through the RGN, is & lemder in this effort. This

- must not 2:@ allowed to diminish nor 4le,

¢» While poing along with the proposed study %o rind a
permanent home for this function, we are most m.wus that
the Office of Geography (Inberior) does not "die® while the

| study iz belng mede.

G, Wais is in respouse tc your recont regquest to the
Director of Basic Intelligence.

25X1A9a

ce: ARDL

Distribution:
0&1 - Addressee
1 - ADDI

2 - OD/OBI
25X1A9a  op/oB1: hmjc/ZGBB(QO Jan 67)

- 2.

- Approved For Relea Bpﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬂg ElA IL%

mﬁ% %0@5%3010182 5




